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In Luke 8:18 Jesus said, “Take heed how you hear.” 
A similar admonition could be, “Take heed how you 
read.” Many can read and still not understand what 

they’re reading. When I was younger, I used to watch 
Charlie Brown and the Peanuts and, in their class, 
Peppermint Patty would sit, not paying attention to the 
teacher. The voice of the teacher would come across 
as “Mwo, Mwo, Mwo . . . Mwo, Mwo, Mwo.” She could 
hear the voice of the teacher. She knew the teacher 
was talking, but she didn’t pay attention to a word that 
was said. In like manner, sadly, we may act like Pep-
permint Patty. We can know that something is written, 
but unless we pay careful attention to how things are 
phrased and the implications of what is written, we’ll 
be no better than Patty at school with her teacher. 

It is the devil’s work to blind our eyes from seeing the 
truth (2 Cor. 4:4). In tempting Christ to jump from the 
pinnacle of the temple, the Devil said, “If You are the Son 
of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall 
give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they 
shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone’” 
(Matt. 4:6). The Devil had taken passages from Psalm 91 
out of context. Others may not act from malicious motives, 
but merely out of ignorance. When Jesus came to the 
Feast of Booths in Jerusalem, many drew wrong conclu-
sions about Him. “Many from the crowd, when they heard 
this saying, said, ‘Truly this is the Prophet.’ Others said, 
‘This is the Christ.’ But some said, ‘Will the Christ come 
out of Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ 
comes from the seed of David and from the town of Beth-
lehem, where David was?’ So there was a division among 

the people because of Him” (John 7:40-43). If just a little 
more investigation had been done, all would have seen 
that Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea. They failed to 
be thorough in a search for truth, and we can be guilty of 
the same. 

Jesus, on the other hand, interpreted the Scripture 
rightly and called on men to do so as well. Over and over 
again He asked the question, “Have you not read?” (Matt. 
12:3, 5; 19:4; 22:31). He was asking this of the scribes 
who copied the law and the Pharisees who taught the 
law (Matt. 23:1-3). Of course in a literal sense they read 
the law privately and even recited it in the synagogues. 
But the point was they hadn’t understood what they were 
reading! Why? Was God’s word impossible to understand? 
No (Eph. 3:4). The problem was with the heart and that 
they hadn’t taken time to learn the correct implications 
(Matt. 15:3-9; John 7:17). Yet Jesus showed us a better 
way. In Matthew 22, when debating the Pharisees, He 
asked, “‘What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son 
is He?’ They said, ‘The son of David.’” Jesus then connect-
ed the dots for them with Psalm 110:1. They knew the 
Messiah was to be the son of David, that is, a descendant 
from David’s fleshly line. But as far as being God in the 
flesh, evidently a good number of them hadn’t reached 
that conclusion! Jesus took them to the text to illustrate 
that the Messiah was more than the son of David. He was 
the very Son of God Himself. “The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your foot-
stool.’” If David calls the Messiah Lord, how is the Messiah 
merely his son? The Pharisees had not paid attention!
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Another example from that same Psalm is when the He-

brew writer showed that Jesus is a high priest by appealing 
to that Psalm. The Hebrew writer couldn’t claim arbitrarily 
that Jesus was a high priest. He was writing to an audience 
that would pick up on an apparent contradiction. If all the 
high priests were sons of Aaron and Jesus was not a de-
scendant of Aaron, on what grounds could the writer claim 
Jesus was a high priest? What Scripture would verify it? 
The answer was simple. Psalm 110:4 stated the Messiah 
would be a high priest “in the order (mold or make, jnm) of 
Melchizedek.” Melchizedek predated Aaron and his priest-
hood. Thus, Jesus had a priesthood which was before and 
far superior to that of Aaron. An argument once again was 
made from one phrase in one verse!

It is vital that we pay attention to details when going 
through a text for these details will shape our beliefs and 
practices. We should ask important questions such as, by 
whom was this written? Who was this written to? Why was 
it written? What was the cultural setting of the time? Etc. 
Details like these are all incredibly important and can play 
a huge factor in whether we arrive at the proper under-
standing regarding a verse, a chapter, a book, and indeed, 
whether we arrive at a proper understanding of the whole 
Bible itself. 

So, what are things we can look for when we read the 
text?

1. Follow the context, look above and below. Countless 
false beliefs and practices have been established because 
a verse was lifted out of context! For instance, in Hebrews 
10:38 when we read, “The just shall live by faith” many 
have assumed that this teaches justification by faith alone. 
This was never meant to suggest that faith without works 
would please God! In the verse just before the writer tells 
these faltering Christians they need endurance, so that 
after they have done the will of God they may inherit the 
promises (v. 36). After this verse he gives a list of sixteen 
examples of men and women by name who manifested 
their faith by their accompanying actions (Heb. 11). Does 
this sound like the writer was trying to teach justification by 
faith alone? No. Not at all.

Do you look above and below a verse of Scripture when 
you hear it quoted at church or when you read it on your 
own?

2. Follow pronouns. Many in denominations will view 
Holy Spirit baptism to have been given to the 120 in the 
upper room on the Day of Pentecost and then conclude it 
is available for us today. This stems from a failure to look at 
the text closely and follow the pronouns. Beginning in verse 

26 of the first chapter of the book of Acts, we are reading 
about the apostles, and no one else. With that information 
we can know that baptism of the Holy Spirit occurred only 
on the twelve apostles and not the 120. “When the Day of 
Pentecost had fully come, they (that is, the apostles, jnm) 
were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled the whole house where they (the apostles, jnm) 
were sitting. . . . And they (the apostles, jnm) were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:1-4).

From John 14-17, individuals make all sorts of blunders 
thinking that the promises of Christ there extend to all 
Christians and they fail to realize Jesus was just address-
ing the apostles. We are not guided into all truth directly 
by the Holy Spirit, but the apostles were (John 16:13)! Like 
the eunuch, we need to ask perhaps, “Of whom does the 
prophet say this, of himself or of some other man” (Acts 
8:34)? Learn who is under consideration. 

3. Pay attention to numbers, singular or plural. Is there 
authority for a one-man pastor? Biblically speaking, pastors 
are one and the same as elders and bishops. Whenever 
we read about them appointed in Scripture they are always 
presented as a plurality of men. When Paul went about 
teaching congregations about church government the re-
cord tells us “they appointed elders in every church” (Acts 
14:23). Did you catch that the word “elders” is plural? And 
with this, the words of other passages agree: Acts 20:28; 1 
Pet. 5:1-2; 1 Thess. 5:12-13.

Read with a careful eye. Take heed how you read.

-Justin Monts
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 Introduction: We began last week talking about how to read and understand 
God’s word. It is essential and eternally important to know and understand the word 
of God (John 12:44-50).

I. The Authority of the Word of God
 A) God has spoken (Genesis 1:1, 3; Hebrews 1:1-2).
 B) The Bible is the revelation of Himself and His will (2 Peter 1:21; 1 Cor. 14:37).
 C) The Bible is complete and final (Jude 3; 2 Timothy 2:15).
 D) The Bible must be rightly understood (2 Peter 3:14-18; Matthew 13:10-17; 
         2 Thessalonians 2:13-15).

II. Motivation for Reading and Understanding God’s Word
 A) Love of _______ and desiring to ___________ Him and His Son (John 8:19,  
   John 8:25-36; 17:3-5, 17; 20:30-31).
 B) Love of the ___________ (Psalm 119:97, 113, 159, 167; 2 Thess. 2:10-11; 
   John 18:37-38; 17:17; Matthew 5:6).

III. Common Sense in Reading and Understanding God’s Word
 A) Good study habits.
  1. Pick a specific ___________ to study. 4. Make notes and/or outline.
  2. Pick a specific ___________ to study. 5. Study when it is quiet.
  3. Have a __________ for your study. 6. Be a“lert” in your study.
 B) Dangers to avoid in reading the Bible:
  1. Beware of ________________: No one is completely free of it but, 
    we must seek to overcome it (James 3:13-18).
  2. Beware of ____________________ opinions: We must go to the Bible 
    to obtain our doctrine, not to sustain it.
  3. Beware of _____________ thinking: We cannot disregard what God has 
    said because of emotion.
  4. Beware of generalization: “Preacher’s kids are always the worst.”
  5. Beware of appeals to _____________ authority: What someone else said 
    about the word of God (Romans 3:4).
  6. Beware of appeals to the popular: “As long as you are sincere...”; 
    “Everyone is doing it...”

IV. The Progressive Process of Reading and Understanding
 A) Progress from ________________ to ____________________ (2 Timothy 2:15; 
    2 Timothy 3:16-17).
 B) Three progressive objectives:
  1. ____________________: What does the passage say?
  2. ____________________: What does the passage mean?
  3. _________________: How does the meaning of the passage apply to me?

 Conclusion: As we continue our study next week we will illustrate the progress 
from meaning to significance in our reading the word of God. We will also further 
explore the objectives of reading which will truly bring us to a proper understanding of 
God’s word (Acts 8:30-31). Have you read and do you understand about Jesus?

How to Read & Understand (2)
(Ephesians 3:1-7)

AM LessonShannon Shaffer

Why Did Jesus 
Come to Die?

...To Learn Obedience 
and Be Made Perfect

“In the days of His flesh, 
He offered up both prayers 
and supplications with 
loud crying and tears to 
the One able to save Him 
from death, and He was 
heard because of His 
piety. Although He was 
a Son, He learned obe-
dience from the things 
which He suffered. And 
having been made per-
fect, He became to all 
those who obey Him the 
source of eternal salva-
tion, being designated 
by God as a high priest 
according to the order of 
Melchizedek.”
(Hebrews 5:7-10)
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 Introduction: The book of Acts opens with the account of the Holy Spirit de-
scending upon the apostles on the day of Pentecost. After His resurrection from 
the grave Jesus spent 40 days with the apostles and gave them further instruction 
concerning the “kingdom of God” (Acts 1:1–3). Early on Pentecost morning the Holy 
Spirit fell on the apostles (Acts 2:1–4). What was happening was to be seen as the 
fulfillment of a prophecy by Joel—so Peter proceeded to cite the relevant passage 
(Acts 2:14–21; Joel 2:28–32).

I. The ____________________ of The _____________ (Acts 2:17-18; Joel 2:28–29)
 A) Sons and daughters would prophesy, old men would see dreams, 
        and young men would see visions,
  1. Philip had four virgin daughters who prophesied (Acts 21:9).
  2. Some women in the church at Corinth also had this gift (1 Cor 11:5).
  3. Before his conversion, Paul had a vision of Ananias (Acts 9:12).
  4. Before his conversion, Cornelius had a vision of an angel (Acts 10:3).
 B) The Spirit would be poured out on menservants and maidservants.
  1. Nowhere in the Old Testament did God ever call a slave to be His 
   prophet or put His Spirit upon them (cf. Gal 3:28).
  2. The influences of the Spirit would be confined to no class; they would 
   descend on old and young, and even on servants and handmaids.
  3. Cornelius and his household, all Gentiles, received the baptism of the 
   Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44–48; 11:15–17).
 C) The “last days” include the time between Christ’s first and second comings.  
  We are living in the “last days” now, & have been for nearly 2,000 years!

II. Wonders in the ________, Signs on the ________ (Acts 2:19–20; Joel 2:30–31)
 A) The “signs in the earth” are probably the gift of tongues & the various 
  healing miracles which are shortly to be recorded in the book of Acts.
 B) The “wonders in heaven above” could have reference to several things.
  1. This could have been a reference to the crucifixion (Luke 23:44).
  2. There were also signs at the destruction of Jerusalem (Luke 21:11).
  3. The “wonders in the heavens” might have a reference to the end of the 
   world at the return of Christ and His judgment of all mankind.

III. Calling on The ____________ of The ____________ (Acts 2:21; Joel 2:32)
 A) Salvation is not limited to just the Jews (Romans 10:10–17).
 B) If Peter had ended his sermon at this point, the multitude would have left
  convinced that he had been speaking by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
  but not one of them would have been converted to Christ.

 Conclusion: Peter said Joel’s prophecy was fulfilled (Acts 2:14–21). God did 
pour out of His Spirit (Acts 2:33). Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved (Acts 2:38–41).

PM Lesson Shannon Shaffer

Joel: Prophet of Pentecost
(Acts 2:1-16)

Do All the 
Pieces of 

Your Life Fit?
Have you ever worked a jigsaw 

puzzle to near completion only to 
discover there were some pieces 
missing? Frustrating, isn’t it?

Life is a lot like a puzzle–some-
times there are pieces missing.

Do you feel like you just don’t 
have all the pieces to complete the 
puzzle of life? Sometimes the piec-
es we have just don’t seem to fit. 

One thing is guaranteed. If the 
Lord is not in the picture the piec-
es will not fit right. If that one piece 
is left out, life is frustrated and the 
picture you expect to see at the 
end will be distorted. The hole you 
see in your puzzled life must be 
filled with God to make it all come 
together.

Life is a puzzle–but it can be 
worked. The folks of the Lord’s 
church meeting in Galena would 
like to help you. Start with the Lord 
as the corner piece and watch the 
picture come together. 

We’re glad you’re here today! 
This is a place “Where You’re  
Always  Welcome!”



WE’RE PRAYING FOR...
 Jim Hudson’s mother is now in rehab.
 Laura Barkers mom, Kay Gegenheimer, is home. 
  3456 Meadow Creek Court
  Vincennes, IN 47591
 Jerry Brooks, Vanessa Scott’s uncle.
  5630 S. Benham Rd.
  Versailles, IN 47042
  Doris Woolbright almost done with chemotherapy.
Shut In Members & Friends:
  Marjorie Dodge
  Grace Singleton
Preachers We Help Support:
 Leonido Balballoza  Edwin de Pedro
 Vicente Cay   David N. Varona

GOSPEL MEETING...
 January 20-22 - Crestwood, KY with Kris Sanders

HOME BIBLE STUDY...
 Last Saturday of the Month at the home of JD & 
Esther Souder in Salem, IN.

Barker
January 15th

Dowling
January 22nd

Loughmiller 
January 29th

Mitchell 
February 5th

Scott
January 1st

Stout
January 8th

Farmer
Keehn
Loughmiller, B.
Woolbright,          
            Randol

Barker, Ashlyn
Keehn
Michell
Sieg, Don

Dooley
Schoenbaechler
Shaffer
Woolbright,
            Ryan

Buchanan
Hudson
Sieg-Swank

Bailey
Miller
Sieg, Donny

Loughmiller, N.
Maudlin
McKinney
Woolbright, D.

January ServantS 
Building Cleaning & Communion: 
 Buchanan & Dowling

Benevolence Organizers: 
 B. Loughmiller & L. Barker
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Week of 01/01 01/08

AM Worship 65 68

Bible Classes 64 62

PM Worship 66 63

Contribution $1,916 $2,458

Weekly Goal $2,200

Wednesday 71 67

For the reCord

read Joel for January 18th

January
 4 -  Jonathan Maudlin
 8 -  Emily Shaffer
 13 -  Marjorie Dodge

24 -  Ann. Ryan & Lina Woolbright



Serving in WorShip
Shepherds:
 Bill Buchanan

Cell: (812) 989-5961
billbuchanan@insightbb.com

 Dale Woolbright
Cell: (812) 989-1483

rdwoolbright@gmail.com
Deacons:
 Daryn Barker

Cell: (502) 396-3063
darynb81@sbcglobal.net

 Kyle Dowling
Cell:  (812) 989-2211

kmdowl01@gmail.com
 Mike Loughmiller

Cell: (812) 267-9254
loughmiller6@aol.com

 Scott Mitchell
Cell: (812) 620-4034

stblessedwith4@gmail.com
 Randy Scott

Cell: (812) 620-3747
countingourmanyblessings@gmail.com
 Michael Stout

Cell: (502) 939-9525
cnotes@otherside.com

Evangelist:
 Shannon Shaffer

Cell: (615) 289-1721
shafferlifeline@gmail.com

THIS WEEK
 

Sunday Morning (01/15)
Announcements: Bill Buchanan
1st Prayer: Shanon Miller
Song Leader: Seth Shaffer
Lord’s Table: Michael Stout (Lead)
M. Loughmiller, K. Keehn, E. Mitchell
Sermon: Shannon Shaffer
Closing Prayer: Randy Scott

Sunday PM (01/15)
Announcements: Bill Buchanan
1st Prayer: Dale Woolbright
Song Leader: Ryan Woolbright
Lord’s Table: Michael Stout (Lead)
   M. Loughmiller
Sermon: Shannon Shaffer
Closing Prayer: Kyle Dowling

Wednesday (01/18)
Announcements: Daryn Barker
1st Prayer: TBA
Song Leader: Don Sieg
Invitation: Seth Shaffer
Closing Prayer: Dale Woolbright

NEXT WEEK
 

Sunday Morning (01/22)
Announcements: Dale Woolbright
1st Prayer: Tim Maudlin
Song Leader: Ryan Woolbright
Lord’s Table: Kyle Dowling (Lead)
B. Buchanan, Donny Sieg, S. Mitchell
Sermon: Shannon Shaffer
Closing Prayer: Michael Stout

Sunday PM (01/22)
Announcements: Dale Woolbright
1st Prayer: Mike Loughmiller
Song Leader: Jonathan Maudlin
Lord’s Table: Kyle Dowling (Lead)
   B. Buchanan
Sermon: Shannon Shaffer
Closing Prayer: Jim Hudson

Wednesday (01/25)
Announcements: Randy Scott
1st Prayer: Gus Schoenbaechler
Song Leader: Ryan Woolbright
Invitation: Shanon Miller
Closing Prayer: Benny Loughmiller


